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the second, commanded by Brigadier-General C. H. Brownlow,
C.B., was to enter the Haulong territory by way of the Chittagong
frontier. The commanding officers were especially instructed c that
the object of the expedition was not one of pure retaliation; that
while punishment should follow the proof of guilt, and the sur-
render of all British subjects held in captivity should be insisted
on, and every effort made for their deliverance, the main end
in view was to show these savages that they are completely in
our power; to establish friendly relations of a permanent character
with them; to make them promise to receive in their villages, from
time to time, our Native Agents; to make travelling in their dis-
tricts safe to all; to convince them of the advantages of trade and
commerce; and to demonstrate to them effectually that they have
nothing to gain, and everything to lose, by placing themselves in a
hostile position towards the British Government.'
The Cachar column left Silchar on the i4th November, and
arrived at Tipaimukh on the i2th December, having had to con-
struct a road a great part of the distance. A fresh departure was
made on the i6th December, it being intended to make a rapid
advance on Kholel, the capital of Vonpilal's tribe. After entering
the Lushai country, small picquets of the enemy were met with,
who retired on the approach of the force, until the 23d December,
when the advance was met by a heavy fire. The Lushais continued
to fall back, and three large villages and an immense quantity of
rice in granaries was destroyed by the force. The 24th and 25th
were occupied in punishing those tribes who had commenced
hostilities. After this demonstration against the Kholel villages,
the force moved onwards; and on the 25th January was again
stoutly opposed by the Lushais, who were repulsed with a loss of
about fifty killed. Our loss in this contest amounted to four killed
and seven wounded. General Bourchier was slightly wounded in
the hand and arm. The following day another village of Paibai's
tribe was attacked and burnt Paibai's chief village was occupied;
but that chief himself had fled, and intimation was sent to him that
if he did not surrender his villages would be burnt. The force then
proceeded without further opposition till the i7th February, when
it reached Lalbura's principal village, in the centre of which was
the tomb of the old chief Vohpilal, an elevated platform surrounded
by a palisading, on every point of which were hung skulls of metnds,
elephants, deer, tigers, etc., while in the centre, on a pole, was a fresh-